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Rabies Among Coyotes Causes Big Live Stock Losses- 
- - - 

Washington, D. C., Depredations of predatory 

animals accompanied by outbreaks of rabies a.mong them in parts of 

Oregon, California, Nevada, Idaho, and Utah resulted in the shooting, 

_ tsa.rjning , and poisoning of over 11,000 coyotes during the bast fiscal 

ye3.r by hunters in t’he employ of the Diological Survey of the U. 8. 

De-i>ortment of ,kgriculture. Altogether over 15,000 noxkous animals, 

including wolves, coyotes, mountain lions, and. bobcats ,were destroyed. 

The seriousness of the outbreaks of rabies will be realized when it 

is stated th&t more thsp 60 persona were treated by State authorities 

of Revada during the yens an s,ccounC of ha.ving been bitten by either 

wild Or dWiieStiC aninial;. The loss of live stock has been very heavy 

At W innemucca, l’eva.da, a single rabid coyote caused the loss of 27 

steers. \ 

During the -3ast year over 250,000 acres of Government and publi 

lands have been covered Edith poisoned grai.n for. the extermination of 

ground soulrrels. Ler@e a.reas of private a,gricultural land also have 

been clea.red of these nests through ct;rr,$%i~;ns conducted by the ownem 

under the direction of rearesenta.tives of the Riological Survey. 

Or)erations have been continued effectively against prairie-dogs, and 

over a half million acres ha.ve been practically cleared of these 

destructive a.nima.ls. Improvements which have been made by the bureal 



in methods of exterminating prairie-d-o&s have encouraged large num- 

bers of farmers to destroy them on their lands. 

Effective methods of destroying jack rabbits have been devised 

and the depredations of these anima.ls have been grea.tly reduced in 

many localities where they had oroved exceedingly destructive. . 

Simila.rly sat isfactory results are being obtained in operations 

a.gainst gophers and moles. 

Important experiments have also been conducted and methods de- 

vised for the control of seed-eating mammals which work havoc in 

tree plantations and areas which are being reforested. 

LAND CRABS IN FLORIDA. 

Experiments to determine economic methods of controlling land 

crabs were conducted in the vicinity of Cocoanut Grove, Fla. These. 

pests were estimated to have destroyed 60 per cent of the tomato 

plants of the locality, as well as au@ti?ies of other garden truck. 

They also dama.ge coconut groves by their numerous burrows. It was, 

found that tM crabs could be exterminated by introducing 5 or 6 

drons of carbon bisulohid into each burrow by means of a long-nozzled 

oil can a.nd closing the omening by pressure. of the foot. 

22611 


